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Reader’s Passage Exercise

Tutor’s Instruction

These Reader’s Passages will assist you in estimating the grade level for selecting instructional materials.  This is the level on which your Learner is challenged but not frustrated.  You will select a passage for your Learner to read to you while you assess word recognition, comprehension and fluency rate.  

1. Using the grade level determined from the Word List Exercise, select the reading passage. Select the grade level on which 2 or less errors were made on the word List. If your Learner’s confidence is not high, you may want to select the next lower grade level.  For example, if your learner completed 2 errors or less on level 4, you may want to select the 3rd grade reading passage, “The Lucky Wrong Number”.

2. Make copies of the Learner’s copy and Tutor’s copy for the selected reading passage.

3. Following the Tutor’s copy, give a brief background of the story and ensure they have adequate knowledge of the subject.  It is most important to choose a passage that the reader might find interesting and appealing. 
4. Explain to your Learner that they will be asked to read the passage silently first.  Then to read it out loud.  They will have to retell the story and/or answer some questions.  

5. As your Learner pre-reads the passage silently observe their body language as they read the passage.  How comfortable do they seem?

6. Your Learner should then read the passage out loud.  Note the reading errors on the Tutor copy as follows:.  

· Write above the word any substituted word

· Write in any additional word added 

· Put an “X” over the word for any omitted words
· Put an “M” over the word for any mispronounced words

· Put a “R” over any words repeated
· Circle words they did not know.  You pronounced the word for them.

· “X” over any ignored punctuation.
7. Using the Tutor’s Copy, you will assess their comprehension..  For grades Pre-prime through 5th Grade you will ask them to retell the story in their own words.  Check the box for all the unprompted memories they were able to recall.  After they finish retelling the story use the questions to prompt their memories.  Check the box of the questions answered.  Don’t ask the question, if they already recalled that memory.  For 6th grade through 12th grade just ask the questions and check the box that your learner got correct.
8. Ask the Interpretive Question and evaluate their response?
9. Note the number of oral reading problems.  Count up the substitutions, additions, omissions, mispronunciations, repetitions and words pronounced by the Tutor.  Check the box that best reflects their fluency.  

10. The Instructional level guide tells how many reading errors and memories are acceptable for that grade level.   Depending on the results, you may want to try the next higher passage or possible the next lower passage.  Compare the results and the different levels. 

There are not hard and fast rules in determining the instructional levels and selecting materials.  Consider all aspects of behavior in deciding the level.  Are they slow readers?  How confident are they reading out loud?  Give your Learner the opportunity to tell you what they like and disliked about this exercise.  Ask what they think their strengths are and what kind of instruction works for them.  Ask them what they think about their performance on these assessments.
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Reader’s Passage

Tutor’s Copy

Pre-Prime Level
Learner’s name _________________________________________________
Date ______________
Background Knowledge:
This is a story about a pet store.  Tell me what you know about pet stores.

Adequate Knowledge
____Yes
____No

Story:

Read the story to find out about the different dogs at the pet store.
The Pet Store

I went to a pet store.

I saw big dogs.

I saw little dogs.

I saw dogs with long hair.

I saw dogs with short hair.

I got a little dog.
Unprompted Memories

Please retell the story
· Pet store
· Big dogs
· Little dogs
· Long hair
· Short hair
· Got a dog
No. of Unprompted____


Comprehension Questions

· Where did the person go? (Pet Store)
· What size were the dogs? (big)
· (little)
· What was their hair like? (long)
· (short)
· What kind of dog was bought? (little)

No. of Prompted ____

Total ____

Interpretive Question:  What other pets are found in pet store?  
Acceptable Answer:
____Yes
____No

Oral Reading:  
· Substitutions

· Additions

· Omissions

· Mispronunciations

· Repetitions

· Words pronounced by Tutor

Fluency Rate:

· Reads Word by Word
· Reads in phrases

· Good use of punctuation

· Good use of pitch and intonation
Instructional level guide:  Good if 1 or fewer reading errors and 4 or more memories

Reader’s Passage

Learner’s Copy

The Pet Store
I went to a pet store.

I saw big dogs.

I saw little dogs.

I saw dogs with long hair.

I saw dogs with short hair.

I got a little dog.
Reader’s Passage

Tutor’s Copy

Prime Level

Learner’s name __________________________________________Date ______________
Background Knowledge:
This is a story about a slippery sidewalk.  What problems can be caused by a slippery sidewalk?
Adequate Knowledge
____Yes
____No

Story:

Read the story to learn about the problems caused by this slippery sidewalk and what was done about it.
A Slippery Sidewalk
It was a cold day.  A man fell on the ice.  He was not hurt.
“Put salt on the ice,” said Bill.  “Salt will melt the ice.”

“Salt will kill the grass,” said Pat.  “Put sand on the ice.”

“I will try to find some sand,” said Bill.  “But it is better to kill some grass than have a bad fall.”

Unprompted Memories

Please retell the story
· Cold day
· Man fell on ice, not hurt
· Put salt on ice (Bill)
· Salt kills grass (Pat)
· Put sand on ice (Pat)
· Will find some sand (Bill)
· Better to kill grass than
 have bad fall
No. of Unprompted____

Comprehension Questions

· What kind of day was it? (cold)
· What happened to the man? (fell on ice)

· How was the man after the fall? (not hurt)

· What did Bill say? (put salt on ice)

· Why did Bill say to use salt?  (to melt ice)

· Why did Pat say not to use the salt? (kills grass)
· What did Pat want to use?  (sand)

· What did Bill decide? (to find sand)

No. of Prompted ____ Total Memories _____

Interpretive Question:  Why was Bill more concerned about people falling on the ice than about killing the grass?    Acceptable Answer:
____Yes
____No

Oral Reading:  
· Substitutions

· Additions

· Omissions

· Mispronunciations

· Repetitions

· Words pronounced by Tutor

Reader’s Passage

Tutor’s Copy

Prime Level (continue)

Fluency Rate:

· Reads Word by Word
· Reads in phrases

· Good use of punctuation

· Good use of pitch and intonation
Instructional level guide:  Good if 3 or fewer reading errors and 5 or more memories

Reader’s Passage

Learner’s Copy

A Slippery Sidewalk
It was a cold day.  A man fell on the ice.  He was not hurt.

“Put salt on the ice,” said Bill.  “Salt will melt the ice.”

“Salt will kill the grass,” said Pat.  “Put sand on the ice.”

“I will try to find some sand,” said Bill.  “But it is better to kill some grass than have a bad fall.”
Reader’s Passage

Tutor’s Copy

1st Grade Level
Learner’s name _____________________________________________Date ______________
Background Knowledge:
This is a story about an old man who solved a problem.  What kinds of problems do older people have?   Adequate Knowledge
____Yes
____No


Story:

Read the story to learn about some things an old man did and how he made his life easier.
Give Me Room

I saw an old man get on the bus.  He walked very slowly.  He used a cane.  I looked at the cane with surprise.  The man had a bike horn on it.  I told him I had never seen a cane with a horn.  “Have you ever been to the city market?” he asked.  I said that I had.  “Then you know it is crowded.”  People did not give me room.  Now I honk on my horn and they move.”
Unprompted Memories

Please retell the story
· Saw an old man on bus
· Walked slowly using cane

· Surprised at horn on cane

· Never saw a cane with a horn

· Bent to market? He asked

· Said yes

· It is crowded, he said

· People didn’t give me room

· Now honks and they move
No. of Unprompted____

Comprehension Questions

· Who did the person see?  (an old man)
· What was the old man doing?  (got on a bus or walking)

· Describe the old man. (walked slowly using a cane)

· Why was the person surprised?  (had a horn on cane)

· What did the person say to the old man?  (never saw cane with horn on it)

· What caused the problem for the old man?  (crowded market)

· Why did the person understand the problem at the market?  (he had been there)

· Why did he use a horn?  (to get people to move)

No. of Prompted ____         Total Memories _____

Interpretive Question:  Why did people move when he honked?

    Acceptable Answer:
____Yes
____No

Oral Reading:  
· Substitutions

· Additions

· Omissions

· Mispronunciations

· Repetitions

· Words pronounced by Tutor

Reader’s Passage

Tutor’s Copy

1st Grade Level (continue)
Fluency Rate:

· Reads Word by Word
· Reads in phrases

· Good use of punctuation

· Good use of pitch and intonation
Instructional level guide:  4 or fewer reading errors and 6 or more memories
Reader’s Passage

Learner’s Copy

Give Me Room

I saw an old man get on the bus.  He walked very slowly.  He used a cane.  I looked at the cane with surprise.  The man had a bike horn on it.  I told him I had never seen a cane with a horn.  “Have you ever been to the city market?” he asked.  I said that I had.  “Then you know it is crowded.”  People did not give me room.  Now I honk on my horn and they move.”

Reader’s Passage

Tutor’s Copy

2nd Grade Level
Learner’s name _____________________________________________Date ______________
Background Knowledge:  Here is a story about Linda, who works in a diner.  What is a diner?

   Adequate Knowledge
____Yes
____No


Story:  Read the story to learn what Linda does to improve or make her life better.
Linda at the Diner

Linda has a part-time job in a diner.  She works in the morning from six until ten.  The diner is busy at breakfast time.  Linda works hard, but she likes her job at the diner.  She likes talking with people.  Many of the same people come in every day.
At night Linda goes to school.  She likes night school.  She has made new friends in her classes.  The teachers are very nice.

Linda wants to learn more about business.  She hopes to become a manager of a diner.  Then she wants to buy her own diner someday.  
Unprompted Memories

Please retell the story
· Linda has part-time job
· At diner from 6 0 10 am
· Diner busy at breakfast
· Likes talking to people
· Goes to night school
· Likes night school
· Made new friends
· Teachers nice
· Wants to study business
· Hopes to become manager
· Wants to buy own diner
No. of Unprompted____

Comprehension Questions

· Where does Linda work?  (at diner)
· When does Linda work? (6 – 10 am)
· When is the diner busy?  (breakfast time)

· Why does Linda like to work at the diner? (talk with people)

· What does Linda do in the evening?  (goes to night school)

· (meet new friends)

· Why does Linda go to school?  (learn business)

· What does she want to do someday?  (manage diner)

· (buy her own diner)

No. of Prompted ____         Total Memories _____

Interpretive Question:  Why does Linda feel she should go to night school?  
    Acceptable Answer:
____Yes
____No

Oral Reading:  
· Substitutions

· Additions

· Omissions

· Mispronunciations

· Repetitions

· Words pronounced by Tutor

Reader’s Passage

Tutor’s Copy

2nd Grade Level (continue)

Fluency Rate:

· Reads Word by Word
· Reads in phrases

· Good use of punctuation

· Good use of pitch and intonation
Instructional level guide:   5 or fewer reading errors and 6 or more memories
Reader’s Passages

Learner’s Copy

Linda at the Diner

Linda has a part-time job in a diner.  She works in the morning from six until ten.  The diner is busy at breakfast time.  Linda works hard, but she likes her job at the diner.  She likes talking with people.  Many of the same people come in every day.

At night Linda goes to school.  She likes night school.  She has made new friends in her classes.  The teachers are very nice.

Linda wants to learn more about business.  She hopes to become a manager of a diner.  Then she wants to buy her own diner someday.  
Reader’s Passage

Tutor’s Copy

3rd Grade Level
Learner’s name _____________________________________________Date ______________
Background Knowledge:  Here is a story about a Lucky wrong number.  What usually happens if you dial the wrong number on the telephone?   Adequate Knowledge
____Yes
____No


Story:  Read the story to learn what happened as a result of a wrong number.
The Lucky Wrong Number

Sue and Bill were eating dinner when the telephone rang.  Bill said, “I’ll get it.”  A man asked if the washer could be delivered in the morning.

Bill said, “We did not order a washer.”

The man said, “Is this the home of Pete Johnson?”

“No,” Bill said, “but wait; Pete Johnson is our uncle’s name, and we haven’t seen him in a long time.  What address do you have for him?”

The caller said, “201 Second Street.”

Bill and Sue went to the address of Pete Johnson.  He was their uncle.  They were happy to see each other.  Later Sue said, “Buying that washer was lucky.”
Uncle Pete laughed, “I didn’t buy a washer; I bought a TV.  We just had a lucky wrong number.”
Unprompted Memories

Please retell the story
· Bill and Sue eating dinner
· Phone rang

· Asked about delivering washer

· We did not buy washer

· Is this Pete Johnson’s home

· Haven’t seen him for long time

· Asked for address and went there

· He was uncle; glad to see one another

· Buying washer good luck

· Didn’t buy washer; bought TV

· Lucky wrong number

No. of Unprompted____

Comprehension Questions

· What were Bill and Sue doing?  (eating dinner)
· What happened while they were eating?  (phone rang)

· What did the caller want? (see if washer could be delivered)

· Where was the washer supposed to go? (Pete Johnson)

· Who was Pete Johnson? (their uncle)

· What did Bill and Sue ask the caller for? (the address of Pete Johnson)
· Where did Bill and Sue go then? (Pete Johnson’s home)

· Why were they happy to see one another? (hadn’t seen each other for a long time)

· What did their uncle buy?  (TV)
No. of Prompted ____         Total Memories _____

Reader’s Passage

Tutor’s Copy

3rd Grade Level (continue)

Interpretive Question:  How did the situation in the story help get families together?  

    Acceptable Answer:
____Yes
____No

Oral Reading:  
· Substitutions

· Additions

· Omissions

· Mispronunciations

· Repetitions

· Words pronounced by Tutor

Fluency Rate:

· Reads Word by Word
· Reads in phrases

· Good use of punctuation

· Good use of pitch and intonation
Instructional level guide:   6 or fewer reading errors and 6 or more memories
Reader’s Passage

Learner’s Copy

The Lucky Wrong Number

Sue and Bill were eating dinner when the telephone rang.  Bill said, “I’ll get it.”  A man asked if the washer could be delivered in the morning.

Bill said, “We did not order a washer.”

The man said, “Is this the home of Pete Johnson?”

“No,” Bill said, “but wait; Pete Johnson is our uncle’s name, and we haven’t seen him in a long time.  What address do you have for him?”

The caller said, “201 Second Street.”

Bill and Sue went to the address of Pete Johnson.  He was their uncle.  They were happy to see each other.  Later Sue said, “Buying that washer was lucky.”

Uncle Pete laughed, “I didn’t buy a washer; I bought a TV.  We just had a lucky wrong number.”

Reader’s Passage

Tutor’s Copy

4th Grade Level
Learner’s name _____________________________________________Date ______________
Background Knowledge:  Here is a story about Alaska.  What do you know about Alaska? 
 Adequate Knowledge
____Yes
____No


Story:  Read the story to learn about the purchase of Alaska and what that state is like.
Land of Many Riches
In 1869, American Secretary of State William Seward did something that many people thought was foolish.  He bought a huge piece of land called Alaska.  He bought Alaska for only two cents an acre from a country called Russia.  But many people thought the purchase was a waste of money.  To them, Alaska was just a useless land of rocks, snow and ice.
However, the following years have proved these people wrong.  What was found in Alaska has made the purchase worthwhile.  Much of the land in Alaska is covered by forests.  The trees are cut and sold to all parts of the world.  Oil has been found in Alaska.

The sea around Alaska is full of fish.  Codfish, herring, crabs and shrimp live there.  They are caught and sold to the rest of the United States and the world.  Alaska has been worth much more than it cost because much has been found there.
Unprompted Memories

Please retell the story
· In 1869, Secretary of State, Seward
· Did something people thought was foolish

· Brought the land called Alaska

· For two cents an acre from Russia

· People thought it was a waste of money

· Alaska useless land of ice, snow and rock

· Time proved them wrong

· Purchase was worthwhile

· Trees covered land

· They are cut and sold around the world

· Oil was found in Alaska

· Surrounding sea full of fish

· Among these are codfish, herring, crabs and shrimp

· Caught and sold all over the world

· Alaska worth more than its cost

No. of Unprompted____

Comprehension Questions

· Who purchased Alaska? (Secretary of State Seward)
· In what year was the purchase made?  (1869)

· What did some people think of the purchase?  (Very foolish)
· How much did Alaska cost?  (Two cents an acre)

· From what country was Alaska purchased?  (Russia)

· Why did people say Alaska was useless?  (covered with snow, ice and rocks)

· What do they do with the trees?  (cut and sell all over US and world)

· What kind of fish is found in Alaska?  (Codfish, herring, crabs and shrimp)

· Why was Alaska worth more than its price? (all that was found – trees, oil, fish)

No. of Prompted ____      Total Memories _____

Reader’s Passage

Tutor’s Copy

4th Grade Level (continue)

Interpretive Question:  Why is it important for a country to have different kinds of natural riches?  

    Acceptable Answer:
____Yes
____No

Oral Reading:  
· Substitutions

· Additions

· Omissions

· Mispronunciations

· Repetitions

· Words pronounced by Tutor

Fluency Rate:

· Reads Word by Word
· Reads in phrases

· Good use of punctuation

· Good use of pitch and intonation
Instructional level guide:   3 or fewer reading errors and 6 or more memories
Reader’s Passage

Learner’s Copy

Land of Many Riches

In 1869, American Secretary of State William Seward did something that many people thought was foolish.  He bought a huge piece of land called Alaska.  He bought Alaska for only two cents an acre from a country called Russia.  But many people thought the purchase was a waste of money.  To them, Alaska was just a useless land of rocks, snow and ice.

However, the following years have proved these people wrong.  What was found in Alaska has made the purchase worthwhile.  Much of the land in Alaska is covered by forests.  The trees are cut and sold to all parts of the world.  Oil has been found in Alaska.

The sea around Alaska is full of fish.  Codfish, herring, crabs and shrimp live there.  They are caught and sold to the rest of the United States and the world.  Alaska has been worth much more than it cost because much has been found there.

Reader’s Passage

Tutor’s Copy

5th Grade Level
Learner’s name _____________________________________________Date ______________
Background Knowledge:  Here is a man who needs glasses.  Why is it so important to wear glasses if needed?   Adequate Knowledge
____Yes
____No


Story:  Read the story to learn about what happened to Carlos and the effect of eyeglasses on reading..
Not in the Mood to Read
Have you ever heard someone say, “I used to like to read, but now I am not interested in reading?”  Carlos used to say that.  Then one day he found that he could not read the small print on a medicine bottle.  Carlos had his eyes tested and he was told he needed glasses.  The day Carlos put them on; he stopped at a paperback bookstore and bought a sports magazine, a paperback mystery and a newspaper.  Carlos’ eyes had never hurt, so he hadn’t thought about needing glasses.  It seemed good to be reading again.  Carlos had forgotten how much he enjoyed reading.

There are many people, both children and adults, who believe they don’t feel like reading or doing close work.  Their vision is poor, but they do not know that they are having problems with their sight.  However, there are others who know they should wear glasses but don’t want to wear them.  They think glasses may not be attractive.  This is not necessarily true.  Glasses now have such nice-looking frames that some people wear them who don’t need them!  In fact, the lenses in their glasses are just plain window glass. 
Unprompted Memories

Please retell the story
· Carlos like to read, but don’t read anymore
· He could not read the label on medicine bottle

· Carlos had eyes tested/needed glasses

· Carlos brought magazine, mystery and newspaper

· Carlos liked reading again

· Many have problems with their sight

· Some people dislike wearing glasses

· Glasses with plain window glass

No. of Unprompted____

Comprehension Questions

· What do some people say about reading? (they used to like to read but don’t read anymore)
· What happened to Carlos?  (he couldn’t read the label on medicine bottle)
· What did Carlos buy after he got glasses?  (magazine, newspaper, and mystery)
· Why do some people probably not like to read?  (they have problems with their eyes)
· Why do some people dislike glasses?  (they think they are unattractive)
· Why do some people have window glasses instead of lenses (they like the look of lasses but don’t need them)
No. of Prompted ____      Total Memories _____

Reader’s Passage

Tutor’s Copy

5th Grade Level (continue)

Interpretive Question:  Why is reading a hobby enjoyed by people with good eyesight??  

    Acceptable Answer:
____Yes
____No

Oral Reading:  
· Substitutions

· Additions

· Omissions

· Mispronunciations

· Repetitions

· Words pronounced by Tutor

Fluency Rate:

· Reads Word by Word
· Reads in phrases

· Good use of punctuation

· Good use of pitch and intonation
Instructional level guide:   4 or fewer reading errors and 5 or more memories
Reader’s Passage

Learner’s Copy
Not in the Mood to Read

Have you ever heard someone say, “I used to like to read, but now I am not interested in reading?”  Carlos used to say that.  Then one day he found that he could not read the small print on a medicine bottle.  Carlos had his eyes tested and he was told he needed glasses.  The day Carlos put them on; he stopped at a paperback bookstore and bought a sports magazine, a paperback mystery and a newspaper.  Carlos’ eyes had never hurt, so he hadn’t thought about needing glasses.  It seemed good to be reading again.  Carlos had forgotten how much he enjoyed reading.

There are many people, both children and adults, who believe they don’t feel like reading or doing close work.  Their vision is poor, but they do not know that they are having problems with their sight.  However, there are others who know they should wear glasses but don’t want to wear them.  They think glasses may not be attractive.  This is not necessarily true.  Glasses now have such nice-looking frames that some people wear them who don’t need them!  In fact, the lenses in their glasses are just plain window glass. 

Reader’s Passage

Tutor’s Copy

6th Grade Level
Learner’s name _____________________________________________Date ______________
Background Knowledge:  Here is a story about driver’s license requirements.  Why is it necessary to have a license to drive?   Adequate Knowledge
____Yes
____No


Story:  Read the story to learn more about license requirements and important information about driving.
Driver’s Licenses

States vary in their requirements for driver’s license.  Some will give a license to persons sixteen years of age, while other will not.  Usually the consent of a parent or guardian is needed if an applicant is under eighteen.  

Generally, people need to fulfill three important requirements to get a driver’s license.  Drivers have to prove skills in driving a vehicle and knowledge of rules and safety procedures.  They also have to be physically capable of safe driving.  For example, people who are nearsighted are often issued restricted licenses.  This means that they must wear glasses or contact lenses when they drive.

Responsible people drive carefully to avoid hurting others or themselves.  Most of us realize that having a driver’s license suspended or revoked can be very inconvenient.  This is especially true when driving is needed for daily commuting to work.

Some states have a system of points.  This means that for every rule the driver does not obey, points are held against him or her.  If a driver has too many points in a particular period, the license to drive will be suspended.  The system seems to work because people don’t want to lose their driving privileges.

Comprehension Questions:

· How do states differ in their age requirements for a driver’s license?  (Some issue licenses at 16; others won’t)

· Whose consent is sometimes needed if the applicant is under eighteen?  (Parent or guardian)
· What are the three requirements necessary to obtain a driver’s license?  (Skill in driving, knowledge of rules, physically able to drive)

· What is restricted license?  (For those who must wear glasses)
· Explain the point system used in some states.  (Points are counted against your license for breaking rules)

· What can happen if you get too many points?  (Your license may be suspended or taken away)

· Why is the system helpful?  (Keep people thinking about their responsibility behind the wheel – people don’t want to lose their licenses)

· Why is having your driver’s license revoked an inconvenience?   (Can’t do the normal things that you should do with a license)

Reader’s Passage

Tutor’s Copy

6th Grade Level (continue)

Interpretive Question:  Why is it important to have only responsible people driving cars?  

    Acceptable Answer:
____Yes
____No

Oral Reading:  
· Substitutions

· Additions

· Omissions

· Mispronunciations

· Repetitions

· Words pronounced by Tutor

Fluency Rate:

· Reads Word by Word
· Reads in phrases

· Good use of punctuation

· Good use of pitch and intonation
Instructional level guide:   4 or fewer reading errors and 5 or more memories
Reader’s Passage

Learner’s Copy
Driver’s Licenses

States vary in their requirements for driver’s license.  Some will give a license to persons sixteen years of age, while other will not.  Usually the consent of a parent or guardian is needed if an applicant is under eighteen.  

Generally, people need to fulfill three important requirements to get a driver’s license.  Drivers have to prove skills in driving a vehicle and knowledge of rules and safety procedures.  They also have to be physically capable of safe driving.  For example, people who are nearsighted are often issued restricted licenses.  This means that they must wear glasses or contact lenses when they drive.

Responsible people drive carefully to avoid hurting others or themselves.  Most of us realize that having a driver’s license suspended or revoked can be very inconvenient.  This is especially true when driving is needed for daily commuting to work.

Some states have a system of points.  This means that for every rule the driver does not obey, points are held against him or her.  If a driver has too many points in a particular period, the license to drive will be suspended.  The system seems to work because people don’t want to lose their driving privileges.

Reader’s Passages

Tutor’s Copy
7th Grade Level
Learner’s name _____________________________________________Date ______________
Background Knowledge:  Here is a story about getting a job.  Why is a job application important in getting a job?   Adequate Knowledge
____Yes
____No


Story:  Read the story to learn more about the job application.

The Job Application

Tina wanted a job in an office.  A magazine publishing company had some openings, so Tina went to the personnel department.  The receptionist gave her an application form and asked her to go into the next room and complete it.  The form was only two pages long, but it had several parts.  At the top of the first page, Tina had to write her name, address and social security number.  She was glad that she had put her social security card in her wallet.  Next Tina was asked about her record of business experience.  That part was easy too, except for the box that said, “Reason for separation.”  Tina was puzzled, but then she realized they were asking why she had lost her other job.  She thought she could explain why she left, but Tina didn’t know how she could write the reason in such a tiny box.  
The last part of the application asked for names, occupations and addresses of three references.  Tina could not remember the addresses of her references.  She didn’t know whether to leave that part blank or come back later.  Then she had a better idea.  Tina used the telephone directory to find the correct addresses.  Tina decided that before she applied for any more jobs, she would write down the kind of information needed on applications and take it with her.  
Comprehension Questions:

· Where did Tina apply for a job?  (magazine publishing company)
· Where did she go when she went to the publishing company?  (personnel office)

· What did the receptionist tell Tina to do?  (go to the next room and fill out application form)

· On the first page, what information did Tina have to know?  (name, address, and social security number

· What else was she asked?  (record of business experience)

· What does “reason for separation” mean? (Reason for leaving her job)

· Why was this a  problem?  (first she couldn’t understand the question; then she couldn’t explain the reason in such a small space)

· What did the last part of the application ask for?  (three references)
· What will she do from now on when she applies for a job?  (write down information needed and take it with her)

Reader’s Passage

Tutor’s Copy

7th Grade Level (continue)

Interpretive Question:  If a box is too small, what might an applicant do to provide complete information?  

    Acceptable Answer:
____Yes
____No

Oral Reading:  
· Substitutions

· Additions

· Omissions

· Mispronunciations

· Repetitions

· Words pronounced by Tutor

Fluency Rate:

· Reads Word by Word
· Reads in phrases

· Good use of punctuation

· Good use of pitch and intonation
Instructional level guide:   5 or fewer reading errors and 6 or more memories
Reader’s Passage

Learner’s Copy
The Job Application
Tina wanted a job in an office.  A magazine publishing company had some openings, so Tina went to the personnel department.  The receptionist gave her an application form and asked her to go into the next room and complete it.  The form was only two pages long, but it had several parts.  At the top of the first page, Tina had to write her name, address and social security number.  She was glad that she had put her social security card in her wallet.  Next Tina was asked about her record of business experience.  That part was easy too, except for the box that said, “Reason for separation.”  Tina was puzzled, but then she realized they were asking why she had lost her other job.  She thought she could explain why she left, but Tina didn’t know how she could write the reason in such a tiny box.  

The last part of the application asked for names, occupations and addresses of three references.  Tina could not remember the addresses of her references.  She didn’t know whether to leave that part blank or come back later.  Then she had a better idea.  Tina used the telephone directory to find the correct addresses.  Tina decided that before she applied for any more jobs, she would write down the kind of information needed on applications and take it with her. 

Reader’s Passages

Tutor’s Copy
8th Grade Level
Learner’s name _____________________________________________Date ______________
Background Knowledge:  Here is a story about filling out a job application for a factory.  What kind of information do you think was asked for?   Adequate Knowledge
____Yes
____No


Story:  Read the story to learn about the job application form.

A New Job

Maria was interested in a job in a canning factory.  She did not have much work experience, but her brother had a good job in the factory as a supervisor.  Maria remembered that he had not had any experience when he started to work there.

At the personnel office, Maria was given an application form to fill out.  There was a section that listed several physical problems such as rheumatism, dermatitis and back trouble.  Maria had not heard of some of the conditions, but she decided that if she didn’t know what they were, she didn’t have a problem with them.

Next, Maria had to check the times she was willing to work; day shift, second shift or third shift.  Because she was taking a class in adult education in the evening, she decided to check day shift and third shift.  Maria hoped for the day shift, but she realized that as a new employee without seniority, she would probably get the third shift.
Finally, Maria filled in the part of the form that asked about apprentice training.  She had just finished a vocational training program that had given her some experience, so she was happy to fill in that part.

When Maria returned the completed form, she was told that she would be notified within two weeks about her employment with the company.

Comprehension Questions:

· Where did Maria want to work?  (in a canning factory)
· Who did she know that worked there?  (her brother)

· What might hinder Maria in getting the job?  (no experience)

· What was Maria given at the personnel office?  (an application form)

· What trouble did Maria have in filling out the form?  (hadn’t heard of some of the physical conditions)

· What times did Maria say she was able to work?  (day and third shift)

· Why was she restricted in the times she could work?  (she took an adult education class in the evening)

· What experience did she have to add to her application?  (she had just finished a vocational training program)

· How long would it be before she was notified about the job?  (within 2 weeks)

· What is seniority?  (length of time you have been with a company)

Reader’s Passage

Tutor’s Copy

8th Grade Level (continue)

Interpretive Question:  Why is it important to be flexible with time when applying for a new job?
    Acceptable Answer:
____Yes
____No

Oral Reading:  
· Substitutions

· Additions

· Omissions

· Mispronunciations

· Repetitions

· Words pronounced by Tutor

Fluency Rate:

· Reads Word by Word
· Reads in phrases

· Good use of punctuation

· Good use of pitch and intonation
Instructional level guide:   5 or fewer reading errors and 6 or more memories
Reader’s Passage

Learner’s Copy
A New Job

Maria was interested in a job in a canning factory.  She did not have much work experience, but her brother had a good job in the factory as a supervisor.  Maria remembered that he had not had any experience when he started to work there.

At the personnel office, Maria was given an application form to fill out.  There was a section that listed several physical problems such as rheumatism, dermatitis and back trouble.  Maria had not heard of some of the conditions, but she decided that if she didn’t know what they were, she didn’t have a problem with them.

Next, Maria had to check the times she was willing to work; day shift, second shift or third shift.  Because she was taking a class in adult education in the evening, she decided to check day shift and third shift.  Maria hoped for the day shift, but she realized that as a new employee without seniority, she would probably get the third shift.

Finally, Maria filled in the part of the form that asked about apprentice training.  She had just finished a vocational training program that had given her some experience, so she was happy to fill in that part.

When Maria returned the completed form, she was told that she would be notified within two weeks about her employment with the company.

Reader’s Passages

Tutor’s Copy
9 - 10th Grade Level
Learner’s name _____________________________________________Date ______________
Background Knowledge:  This passage is about a voter drive.  Why is a voter drive important before an election?   Adequate Knowledge
____Yes
____No


Story:  Read the story to learn about how a voter drive helps with registration.

Voter Drive
Soon after Jim moved to Plainfield, he received a telephone call from a person who asked if he was registered to vote in the coming election.  Jim said that he hadn’t thought about it.  The caller said she was a member of a local organization that was sponsoring a voter drive.  She didn’t represent any particular party but only wanted to encourage people to register and to vote.
Since registration terms and procedures differ from one part of the country to another, the people working in the voter drive offered to explain the local procedures and tell people where they could register.

The caller explained that after Jim registered, he would be mailed a sample ballot for each election.  The ballot would contain the names of the candidates and the measures to be voted on.

Jim asked some questions and then thanked the caller for giving him information about voter registration.

Frequently people say that they don’t bother to vote because one vote is not significant.  Jim read that a presidential election, referred to as the Revolution of 1800, resulted in Burr and Jefferson having the same number of votes.  Jim appreciated being reminded about voter registration when he recalled that important tie.
Reader’s Passage

Tutor’s Copy

9 - 10th Grade Level (continue)

Comprehension Questions:

· From whom did Jim receive a phone call?  (a person from a local organization)
· Why was she calling?  (she was encouraging people register to vote and to vote)

· What did the caller want Jim to do?  (register to vote)

· What services was she providing?  (explaining the local procedures and telling people where to vote)

· After he registers, what will Jim receive in the mail?  (sample ballot)

· Why would that information be helpful?  (the ballot would contain the names of candidates and measures to be voted on; one could read and study to know the candidates and issues by the elections)

· How does voting differ from one part of the country to another?  (procedures and registration forms)

· Why did Jim know one vote could be important?  (remembered Burr-Jefferson tie)

Interpretive Question:  Why is it important to inform yourself about the candidates and issues before you vote?    Acceptable Answer:
____Yes
____No

Oral Reading:  
· Substitutions

· Additions

· Omissions

· Mispronunciations

· Repetitions

· Words pronounced by Tutor

Fluency Rate:

· Reads Word by Word
· Reads in phrases

· Good use of punctuation

· Good use of pitch and intonation
Instructional level guide:   5 or fewer reading errors and 6 or more memories
Reader’s Passage

Learner’s Copy
Voter Drive

Soon after Jim moved to Plainfield, he received a telephone call from a person who asked if he was registered to vote in the coming election.  Jim said that he hadn’t thought about it.  The caller said she was a member of a local organization that was sponsoring a voter drive.  She didn’t represent any particular party but only wanted to encourage people to register and to vote.

Since registration terms and procedures differ from one part of the country to another, the people working in the voter drive offered to explain the local procedures and tell people where they could register.

The caller explained that after Jim registered, he would be mailed a sample ballot for each election.  The ballot would contain the names of the candidates and the measures to be voted on.

Jim asked some questions and then thanked the caller for giving him information about voter registration.

Frequently people say that they don’t bother to vote because one vote is not significant.  Jim read that a presidential election, referred to as the Revolution of 1800, resulted in Burr and Jefferson having the same number of votes.  Jim appreciated being reminded about voter registration when he recalled that important tie.
Reader’s Passages

Tutor’s Copy
11-12th Grade Level
Learner’s name _____________________________________________Date ______________
Background Knowledge:  This passage is about global warfare.  What does global warfare mean?

Adequate Knowledge
____Yes
____No


Story:  Read the story to learn about global warfare has affected our country.
Global Warfare
Soon after it reached the White House, news of the attack on Pearl Harbor was broadcast to the American people.  Many will never forget hearing newscasters breaking in on symphony concerts, football games and children’s programs to tell of the awful event.  The next day the President asked Congress to accept the “state of war” that Japan’s “unprovoked and dastardly attack” had thrust upon the United States; Congress accepted the challenge without dissent.

Although a brilliant military feat, the attack on Pearl Harbor eventually proved to be a colossal blunder on the part of Japanese.  To be sure, it cleared the way for an easy conquest of the Philippines and the East Indies by crippling the American naval forces in the Pacific.  But the unprovoked attack united the American people as almost nothing else could have done.  In their anger they forgot the bitter partisan quarrels over foreign policies and thought only how to best win a war that no one had wanted.

Subsequent analysis of the political and economic policies that contributed to the outbreak of war revealed that the events that culminated in the great war in the Pacific were the result of many factors.

After hostilities ended, both countries worked toward a harmonious relationship.

When World War II ended, representatives from many nations worked through the United Nations to develop mechanisms for avoiding the recurrence of another nightmare of violence, death and destruction.  Yet wars have continued to occur.  The fighting in Southeast Asia and in the Middle East has horrified people who hoped never to see more blood shed.  Nations struggle against nations for economic, political and cultural reasons.  Resolution of complex problems is slow; yet it must come.  Another global conflict, with or without a nuclear holocaust, must be avoided.

Reader’s Passage

Tutor’s Copy

11 - 12th Grade Level (continue)

Comprehension Questions:

· How did the president describe the attack?  (unprovoked and dastardly)
· How did Congress react to the actions of Japan?  (declared war immediately)

· Why was this attack considered a “colossal blunder”? ( it united the American people)

· Why was the attack a “brilliant military feat?  (cleared the way for an easy conquest of the Philippines and East Indies)

· Which American forces were crippled?  (navel)

· What does the word partisan mean?  (taking one side)

· What had the American people been quarreling about?  (foreign policies)

· What kinds of factors contributed to the cause of the war?  (political, cultural and economic reasons)  

Interpretive Question:  Why are there partisan quarrels over foreign policy?    
Acceptable Answer:
____Yes
____No

Oral Reading:  
· Substitutions

· Additions

· Omissions

· Mispronunciations

· Repetitions

· Words pronounced by Tutor

Fluency Rate:

· Reads Word by Word
· Reads in phrases

· Good use of punctuation

· Good use of pitch and intonation
Instructional level guide:   5 or fewer reading errors and 6 or more memories
Reader’s Passage

Learner’s Copy
Global Warfare
Soon after it reached the White House, news of the attack on Pearl Harbor was broadcast to the American people.  Many will never forget hearing newscasters breaking in on symphony concerts, football games and children’s programs to tell of the awful event.  The next day the President asked Congress to accept the “state of war” that Japan’s “unprovoked and dastardly attack” had thrust upon the United States; Congress accepted the challenge without dissent.

Although a brilliant military feat, the attack on Pearl Harbor eventually proved to be a colossal blunder on the part of Japanese.  To be sure, it cleared the way for an easy conquest of the Philippines and the East Indies by crippling the American naval forces in the Pacific.  But the unprovoked attack united the American people as almost nothing else could have done.  In their anger they forgot the bitter partisan quarrels over foreign policies and thought only how to best win a war that no one had wanted.

Subsequent analysis of the political and economic policies that contributed to the outbreak of war revealed that the events that culminated in the great war in the Pacific were the result of many factors.

After hostilities ended, both countries worked toward a harmonious relationship.

When World War II ended, representatives from many nations worked through the United Nations to develop mechanisms for avoiding the recurrence of another nightmare of violence, death and destruction.  Yet wars have continued to occur.  The fighting in Southeast Asia and in the Middle East has horrified people who hoped never to see more blood shed.  Nations struggle against nations for economic, political and cultural reasons.  Resolution of complex problems is slow; yet it must come.  Another global conflict, with or without a nuclear holocaust, must be avoided.

